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BlastFax! 
 

Open Forum on Children’s Mental Health in Georgia 
 

On Saturday, September 27, 2008, the Chapter will host an Open Forum on Children’s Mental Health in Georgia from 
9:30 am to 3:30 pm at the Arthritis Foundation building, 1330 West Peachtree Street, NW in Atlanta, 30309. 
 
The event will feature speakers from many organizations who impact children’s mental health in our state, including state 
government officials, pediatricians, child psychiatrists & other providers, child advocates, health insurers, parents, 
legislators and other experts to discuss how to improve quality of services, access to care and adequate funding into the 
future.  The complete agenda is on page 2. 
 
There is no fee to attend the Forum but pre-registration is required for planning purposes. To register, complete the form 
below and fax to 404-249-9503 by September  19, or email this information to Robyn Bosic at rbosic@gaaap.org.  We 
hope many of you will attend.  Thank you. 
 
Doris Greenberg, MD, Chair 
Chapter Task Force on Mental Health 
 
 

 
Registration Form 

 
Yes!  I plan to attend the Open Forum on Children’s Mental Health in Georgia on September 27, 2008. 

 
 

First Name: _______________________ Last Name:  _______________________________ Title: _______ 
 
Organization:  ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: _______________________________________ State:  _________________  Zip Code: ___________   
 
E-mail:  _______________________________________________ Work Phone:  ____________________ 
 
 
 

Please RSVP by Friday, September 19, 2008.  Fax completed registration form to 404-249-9503, 
Attention: Robyn Bosic or email to rbosic@gaaap.org.   For additional information call 404-881-5091. 
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Open Forum on Children’s Mental Health in Georgia 
 

Hosted by:   Georgia Chapter - American Academy of Pediatrics  
 

Saturday, September 27, 2008 
Arthritis Foundation Building    1330 West Peachtree Street     Atlanta, Ga.  30309   

 

Purpose:  To discuss the current state of children’s mental health in Georgia and ways to improve quality, access and 
adequate funding of such services. Further, to foster cooperation & ongoing dialogue among the many organizations, 
groups and stakeholders on children’s mental health needs in our state. 
 
9:00 am Registration (Continental Breakfast) 
 

9:30 am Welcome 
  Avril Beckford, MD, FAAP, President, Ga. Chapter – American Academy of Pediatrics  
  Doris Greenberg, MD, Chair, Chapter Task Force on Mental Health, Moderator 
 

9:45 am  Panel Discussion: Government’s Role 
Audrey Sumner, Ga. Division of Mental Health, Developmental Disabilities, & Addictive Diseases 

  Sandra Ford, MD, FAAP, Director, Georgia Division of Public Health  
  Judge Peggy Walker, Douglas County Juvenile Court  
  Judge Tom Rawlings, Office of the Child Advocate 
  
10:35 am  Panel Discussion:  Providers’   Perspectives 
  Martin Michaels, MD, FAAP, Primary Care Pediatrician 
  Elaine Mateo, MD, Child Psychiatrist 
  Peter Thomas, PhD Child Psychologist 
  Brian Law, School Counselor 
 

11:25 am  Panel Discussion:  Parents’  &  Advocates’  Views 
  Ellyn Jeager, Georgia Mental Health America  
  Stan Jones, Esq., Nelson, Mullins & Riley 
  Sue Smith, Georgia Parents Support Network 
   
12:05 pm Break for  Lunch (provided) 
 

1:00 pm Panel Discussion:  Payment for  Children’s Mental Health Services 
  Jerry Dubberly, Georgia Division of Medical Assistance 

T. Brian Kennedy, MD, FRCP, Magellean Health Services 
  Carla Menchion, RN, MS, Cenpatico Behavioral Health 
   
1:45 pm Panel Discussion:  Legislative Perspective &  Public Policy 
  Rep. Judy Manning, Chair, House Committee on Children & Youth 
  Rep. Sharon Cooper, Chair, House Committee on Health 
  Sen. Don Thomas, Chair, Senate Health Committee 
  Gary Nelson, PhD, Healthcare Georgia Foundation 
 

2:30 pm  Open Discussion: Key issues, Problems, Next steps 
 
3:30 pm  Adjourn 


